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accepts with avidity and relief the occult lore which promises
to justify to modern culture the outworn and impossible
inheritance. How deeply it is ingrained it is beyond our
utmost power to realize. Convinced and earnest Christian
leaders, with three or four generations of Christian conviction
behind them, have confessed to the hold it has still. The
striking words of one of the foremost of them may be quoted,
from a private letter, to illustrate a fact which no missionary
should overlook :l

Let me give you an illustration from my own experience. I am
a Christian and a Christian worker by choice, giving up Government
service for the purpose. .. . And yet from my railway carriage window
when I first caught a glimpse of the tower of the temple at Chidam-
baram my heart gave a great leap. Strains of devotional poetry surged
through my mind. If I were a Hindu I should have fallen prostrate
right on the carriage floor towards that tower and worshipped in abso-
lute devotion that shrine which calls for such worlds of devotion all
over the Tamil land. The poetry representing it had thrilled my being
long years before I had a sight of that sacred building.

I do not know what you think of me when I have made this confes-
sion. I do not see how it is inconsistent and compromising for me to
say this and hold the conviction that Christ must and will dominate
my country and my people. But such is not to be realized without
recognizing the tremendous hold which our traditions and our sacred
things have, and let me say rightly have, on our minds and beings.

This being so, we may be able to see why the Indian mind
is not critical as ours is when Theosophy comes its way.
The will to believe affects the most rationalist of thinkers,
and those who imagine they look at all things in the driest of
dry light. The absurdity of Mrs Besant's clever nonsense
will dawn on the educated Hindu some day; but we have
no right to plume ourselves on superior sagacity because it
does not appeal to us. There is no conceivable reason why
it should. It solves no problems of ours; it offers no plau-
sible excuse for keeping old toys of which we are very fond,

1 From Mr K. T. Paul, General Secretary of the Y.M,C.A. in India
(1917). I have his permission to publish them.